
DEVOTIONALS



ACTS 2:42-47



Acts 2:41-47 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in 
common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds 
to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

There is probably no more special passage to me in the Bible than this.  It is the birth of the church 
of Jesus.  It shows their heart, their passion, their desire to live as Jesus had taught them.  As they 
lived this way they not only thrived in their personal lives and communities, but they also thrived as 
the church – reaching the lost and caring for needs. 

After 25 years of ministry, Christ the King Church begins our Act2Thrive Appeal.  What is an 
appeal?  It is a quest to speak to the hearts of the people and respond for a common purpose.  
This appeal calls us to an action so we may thrive, our church may thrive and the community 
surrounding us will thrive.  This is what happened with the early church described in this passage. 
As they lived life in authentic community their families, relationships and community thrived.  

It did not mean that life was perfect.  They encountered great persecution and need.  The reason 
they thrived is that they relied and focused on God and took care of each other. In addition, 
the wider unbelieving community around them thrived.  Life in this era was filled with great 
brokenness...dominance over others, divisions among the people, huge sexual and immoral acts, 
slavery, inequalities and idol worship. It was the early church – this church described – that “had 
the favor of the people”.  This means that lost, unbelieving, immoral, broken people found peace 
and direction through the church.  It was the church that eventually changed the family system 
in the Roman Empire. It was the church that helped people thrive with a new set of morals and 
understandings of relationships.  It was the church that lifted up the God value of every individual 
no matter what nation, social economic, or status they were in.  It was the church that pulled the 
community together.

This Act2Thrive Appeal is to open our hearts to be that church today, in the Steele Creek area, 
region and world.  It is to hear the voice of God and act on the principles of Acts, Chapter 2.  It is 
to act so we as individuals may thrive in the beauty of God’s grace.  It is to act so that Christ the 
King Church may thrive in this community for the next generation.  It is to act so this community,  
in which God has called us to witness and to serve, may thrive through the ways of God.  It will be 
the church (you and me) who will draw this rapidly growing community together - to know God, be 
saved by God and serve God.

So together -  let’s act - to THRIVE.



HAGGAI 1 &2



Haggai 1:1-8  In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, 
the word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest: “Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord.” Then the 
word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell 
in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? Now, therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: 
Consider your ways. You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; 
you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who earns 
wages does so to put them into a bag with holes. Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. 
Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I may take pleasure in it and that I may 
be glorified, says the Lord.

What does it mean to give glory to God?  The prophet Haggai is addressing the priorities of the 
people versus the priorities of God.  What are the priorities of God?  The key priority of God is that 
He would be glorified in all the world.  This means that people would be drawn to God, seek His 
ways and walk in His will.  God knows His ways are life-giving and as their creator, He knows what 
brings life and death.  

As followers of Jesus, we can often sideline the priority of God for our own priority.  It is not that 
we don’t care about God or don’t believe in Him.  It is just that we have our own agenda, focus 
and needs.  Haggai addresses the peoples’ focus.  God knows the need to keep their houses in 
good living condition.  He knows their need to go to work each day to earn a living. At the same 
time, Haggai calls them to “consider their ways”.  In essence, he asked them to re-evaluate their 
priorities against the priorities of God.  Were they doing more for themselves than they were for 
God’s Kingdom agenda?

Now understand, in this case the Temple of God needed updating.  They were spending everything 
on their own houses, but not taking care of the House of the Lord.  The Temple was the center of 
religious life and culture.  It needed to be vibrant, attractive and representative and worthy of the 
glory of God.  People from all lands and backgrounds would see the value the people placed on God, 
through the physical expression of the Temple. If God was the priority, should this structure not be 
the absolute best of all structures and its beauty and practicality be the collective expression of 
the impact of God in their lives?

Now certainly, God’s Kingdom agenda isn’t all about buildings.  It is about His glory and for all 
people to be drawn to His glory.  This passage relates to our use of our financial, talent and time 
resources for all aspects of kingdom work. That may mean redirecting our resources to broaden 
the ministry of the church to care for the poor and needy within the community or to reach youth 
within the neighborhood.  It means designating resources for extending the gospel to unreached 
people groups whether at home or abroad.



This Act2Thrive Appeal is to address all of these needs so that the glory of God will be extended 
in our community, region and world.  As Haggai asked “consider your ways”, we are asked to self-
evaluate.  We are asked to consider our priorities and God’s Kingdom agenda priority.  This means 
we need to get on our knees and seek God and ask Him to show us His ways.  We will need to repent 
of our focus on our agenda as opposed to God’s.  We will want to consider how our own financial 
priorities are like a “bag with holes”.  This means that they have no long lasting or eternal impact.  
They may not even meet the human agenda of peace, happiness, or joy in which they were intended.  
We should consider the struggles of our lives and ask God to show us how we might live differently.  
Is there something He wants to correct in us, is there humility (teachable spirit) over pride (self 
focus) that He wants to give us?

Marilyn and I have been in this “consider your ways” with God for a couple years.  We have heard from 
God and known for a while that after 25 years at Christ the King, there needs to be some greater and 
more significant outreach to the lost and hurting.  We have seen the emerging need for upgrading, 
repairs and advancing facilities that have gotten outdated and don’t reflect even the quality we 
would expect in other facilities.  We have watched churches more and more become less and less the 
center of the community, and yet God has shown us through these vision hearings and prayer, how to 
change that scenario.  The Prophet Haggai says:  Go, Bring, Build.  It is time to move past words and 
intentions and move to action.  God desires more than just empty words; He wants deeds — a truth 
echoed in the words of James 1:22: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 
what it says.”

We have given deeply and faithfully to the ministry of CtK over the years.  At the same time, we have 
upgraded, built and kept up our home to be comfortable and up to date.  However, we have not done 
that so much for CtK.  So we began to “consider our ways”.  We heard God say...”Do for the church as 
you have done for your home.  Make it a place where the people will want to come.” We know for us 
this will be a large amount.  But there is nothing we want to do more in our lives than to glorify God 
the most. Our home can be seen as glory to ourselves, even when it is shared with others.  So, we are 
prayerfully preparing to act.  

All we ask of you is the same as we have heard, in the words of God’s Prophet Haggai, “consider 
your ways”.  Be guided by Matthew 6:33:  “Seek first the Kingdom of God and everything else will be 
added to you.”  We follow a faithful God.  He has always provided.  We can never out give Him.  We 
never act in order to secure some better life.  We act purely to see God glorified in this region and 
around the world.

Read the following passages and see what happens after the people consider and respond to God. 
In the first passage (Haggai 1:12-15) through their obedience God’s Spirit rises up in all the people.  
They experience the AWE of God and the presence of God among them again.  In addition, in the 
second passage (Haggai 2:5-9) God begins to draw all the nations to Him, increase the resources and 
further the ministry greater than it was before, all to the glory of God!  Their best times were not 
behind them, but before them.  God brought great peace.



Haggai 1: 12-15 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God, and the words 
of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him. And the people feared the Lord. Then 
Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, spoke to the people with the Lord’s message, “I am with you, 
declares the Lord.” And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of 
Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant 
of the people. And they came and worked on the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, on the 
twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king.

Haggai 2: 5-9  My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. For thus says the Lord of hosts: Yet once 
more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. And I will 
shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, 
says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the Lord of hosts. The latter 
glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts. And in this place I will 
give peace, declares the Lord of hosts.




